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An Analytical Model for Determining Agricultural Research
Priorities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

M. A. Ibrahim and K. A. Al-Hamoudi
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah and Dept. of Agric. Economics and Rural Sociology,
College of Agriculture, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Agricultural research in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has received much attention. Despite the
big budget allowances directed to agricultural research in the Kingdom, they do not scem to be sufficient.
The cost of required agricultural research exceeds these budgets. Accordingly, cstablishing criteria to be
used in determining the prierities of agricultural research seems to be a necessity.

The objective of this study is 1o specify and select economic criteria for determining agricultural
research priorities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study relied on primary data collecred through a
purposive sample of experts concerned with agricultural research decision making, and quantitative
analysis in the kingodm. Nominal group technique (NGT) was followed in selecting the criteria and assign-
ing their relative weights. The extent of agreement between the NGT participants in se¢lecting economic
criteria, and assigning relative weights to the selected criteria were tested statistically using adequate tests.

The selected criteria provided in this study measure the impact of the research project on scientific
research and technology improvements, the contribution in diversification of economic base, the standard
of living, efficiency of resource use, the utilization of water resource. the demand for labor. financial risk,
and the economic and nutritive importance of the studied product in the research project.

The model provided in this study is recommended - after adaptation- for determining agricultural
research priorities in the kingdom. Continuing the research in this area is also recommended to reach
more accurate criteria and to be in accordance with the objectives and strategies of the development plans
in the kingdom when necessary.






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

