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Farasan Island Archipelago and the Significance thereof from a Geopolitical
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Abstract. Farasan archipelago constitutes one of the most significant Saudi islands, which derives its strategic
significance from the distinct geographical location it has, represented by the significance of the water body (the
Red Sea) where it is located. It represents a strategic, security, and economic leverage among the world seas
globally, in addition to being located near the sea-lanes, trade routes, and the Bab Al-Mandab Strait. Hence, this
archipelago constitutes a geopolitical significance at the local, regional and international levels due to the
abundance of tourist attractions for this archipelago, which enjoy both natural and human features among all other
Saudi islands in the Red Sea. This study aimed to highlight the significance of these islands for the geographical
and historical components they have. To achieve such goals, the study used the descriptive-analytical method as
well as the Arc Gispro 2.9.2 program for the production of the maps illustrated in the study, and a political
analysis of the importance of this archipelago was implemented from a geopolitical perspective. The study reached
a number of findings, including the fact that the archipelago of Farasan Islands has not been profiteered for
tourism in a way that qualifies it to make a greater contribution to the economic sector when it comes to
investment returns in general or to the private sector income in particular; it is appropriate for tourism, diving, and
fishing throughout the year, as the only inhabited island among others in the Red Sea.
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