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Identify eco-tourism sites in the tourist stripAl- Hada —Al- Shifa by
information systems Geographical (GIS)

Dr-zain aljmiei
Dates of receipt 3/ 6 /1435H; date of publication 26 /12 /1435H)

Key words: the tourist strip of Al- Hada Al-Shafa , eco-tourism, appropriate locations, the appropriate model,
the natural environment.

Abstract:

Eco-tourism is known as travelling to natural areas undamaged by pollution, and their eco-system has not been subjected
to imbalance. Tourists may go there to enjoy the beautiful natural scenery ,the fauna and cultural heritage.. In this case, tourism
is observed as a process of learning, acculturation and education on environment components . This leads to increase awareness
of the importance environment and help to deal with it in a good way that prevents the occurrence of environmental damage. Al-
Hada — and Al- Shifa are two resorts of natural environment that have been associated recreational tourism activity since ancient
times . The development of this activity with revitalization of tourism projects, could adversely affect the components of the
natural environment in the region. At this point , a question arises about the importance of specifying the suitable locations for
the development of eco-tourism in the region in a way that preserves elements of the natural environment from degradation .
This study aims to shed light on the role of tourism in Al- Hada area .The study also aims to identify the suitable locations for
the development of eco-tourism in the region, and to produce a map of the best sites for development of eco-tourism in the area
., The importance of this study arises from its attempt to deal ~with the environmental subject theoretical and practically to
identify suitable sites for the development of Eco-tourism in the region. The researcher  used the descriptive analytical approach
through the application of Site Suitability Models to determine appropriate locations. The study found that there are two types
of locations : the appropriate locations and the most appropriat ones . The geographical distribution of these sites is concentrated
in a longitudinal axis that extends along the western region starting from Al-Hada to the settlements around it, and then extends
to include the South-western zone of the area around the center of Al-Shafa and all the human settlements that surround it .

Then the axis moves North-east in the form of scattered patches towards the city of Taif and the human settlements around it .
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