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Perception. London: John Harper Publishing, 2011, p. 9.
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The Marshall Plan was one of the first elements of European
integration, as it erased trade barriers and set up institutions
to coordinate the economy on a continental level—that is, it
stimulated the total political reconstruction of western
Europe.

https://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wikil 00k/docs/M
arshall Plan.html
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- Blueprints for a Macro-Region. SWP Research Paper.
German Institute for International and Security Affairs.
Berlin, September 2011, p. 5.

- Anackere, Steven V. Europe in the World: Contemporary
Challenges and Opportunities for Improvement. Global
Governance Institute, Brussels May, 2012.
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Overview of the Functioning of the EU.
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“The member states have definitively
transferred sovereign rights to a community
created by them and subsequent unilateral
measures would be inconsistent with the
concept of EU law” (Rukaj, 2015, p. 306)
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- Klaus-Dieter Borchardt. The ABC of the European Union
Law. Luxembourg: Publication Office of the EU, 2010, p. 121.
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“After two years of hard-fought negotiation, agreement on

the European Constitution was finally reached in June 2004.

It was an extraordinary achievement which is unlikely to be
matched in foreseeable future...... .,

|
Guy Milton and Jacques Keller-Noellet, The European

Constitution: Its Origins, Negotiation and Meaning.
(London: Harper Publishing, 2005).
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The key actors in the EU decision-making process

The European Commission
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The Council of the EU
Main decision-making body,
representing Member States
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* The EU’s driving force

* Represents the Community interests as a whale

National dj-m Quu)!‘

Parliaments

in the

Member States
Undertake a
subsidiarity check

The European Parliament g—.L’JJ‘Y‘ OL"‘):J‘

Directly elected co-legislator
representing EU population

.LC;AJL,&ww&;\jg,,,‘yut;wg,iﬂnsatws}ﬁiy.(v)vsts.z.\t
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(82) "Article 249: In order to carry out their task and in
accordance with the provisions of this Treaty, the European
Parliament acting jointly with the Council, the Council and
the Commission shall make regulations and issue directives,
take decisions, make recommendations or deliver opinions.
A regulation shall have general application. It shall be
binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States. A directive shall be binding, as to the result to be
achieved, upon each Member State to which it is addressed,
but shall leave to the national authorities the choice of form
and methods. See: Weiler, J.H.H. and Martina Kocjan. The
Law of the European Union: Principles of Constitutional
Law: The relationship between the community legal order
and the national legal order (2005, NYU and U. of Oxford
teaching material), p. 2.
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(88) Klaus-Dieter Borchardt. 2010, Op. Cit. p. 64. ‘The
Commission is also the guardian of the Union Law. It
monitors the member states’ application and implementation
of primary and secondary Union legislations, institutes
infringement proceedings in event of any violation of Union
Law (Article 258 TFEU) and, if necessary, refers the matter
to the Court of Justice’.
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(89) Klaus-Dieter Borchardt, 2010 Op. Cit. p. 39 and 41.
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“The world is not waiting for us and the
pace of change is sometimes stunning. The
European Union is still perceived by its
partners as not living up to its potential. As
our difficult internal discussions on how to
react with unity to the Middle East Peace
Process show, the FEuropean Union
continues to struggle to find an adequate
role in events that unfold at its back
door.”1%0
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“All are victims to the European Union’s scattershot

approach to challenges. Lacking a comprehensive policy,

the Union adopt measures that are a compromise among

vastly different needs and positions, are often inadequate

and are immediately ignored.” Konstandaras, Nikos.

Europe’s Dangerous Ambivalence. International New
York Times, Sept. 19-20, 2015.
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Abstract. Despite the growing importance of the European Union in world politics today, a few studies have been written in Arabic on how
the European Union evolved from a single limited treaty in 1951 or how its decisions and rules, among independent states, are being
formulated.

The main goal of this research is to shed light on the issues of institutional design in the construction of the EU. Our focus will be on
the chief actors at the union level or the so-called “EU Decision Making Triangle”, which consists of the Commission (representing the
interest of Europe as a whole), the Council of Ministers (representing the interest of the states), and the European Parliament (representing
the people of Europe). We will also look into the complementary procedures developed between the EU Decision Making Triangle at the
European level and that at the national (state) level in both the executive and the legislative functions.

Within the EU itself, the relationship between the EU member states and the EU institutions is of a special character due to the
gradual, but growing, shift away from the principle of Sovereign State. The investigation here shows that the rather complicated procedures
of the EU are the product of trying to balance the sovereign with the practical aspects in the working of the union in an ever-growing global
world that requires competitive complementarity rather than national egotism. The historical/political context in which the EU developed and
the impact of economic necessities explain its complicated decision making procedures, but the price for such a special institutional
configuration makes the EU less understood by the very people who are the most able to protect or derail its future. It is a paradox that still
must be resolved for the future of Europe.






