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The Artistic Image in Raaihat Al-Fahm (The Smell of Coal) Novel by Abdulaziz
Al-Saqgabi

Hamad Mohammed Al Hazaa
Associate Professor of Modern Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of Science and Human Studies, Prince
Sattam bin Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia
(Received: 7/ 5/1444 H, Accepted for publication 2/ 7/1444 H)

Keywords: single image, complex image, declarative image, nonverbal format, formation of the image.

Abstract. Abdulaziz Al-Sagabi acts as a prominent mark in the Saudi cultural scene, whose narrative production
has varied from narrative to novelistic and to theatrical creativity. In Raaihat-u Al-Fa/im (The Smell of Coal)
Novel, which is the pivot of this research, the language poetics manifested itself as it borrowed the means from
poetry and, of which the most significant is the image that represents most important characteristics thereof. The
research addresses the image through four subsections as follows. The first is about the traditional single image;
while instances of simile and metaphor were many the novel, examples of euphemism were few. The second is
about the complex image, as the writer painted many artistic paintings that represent a complex image whose
elements are the single image, and words denoting sound, color, and movement, as well as implying words. Third
is the declarative image, where words depict images without relying on metaphor, and such images are visual,
auditory, olfactory, gustatory, and kinetic. Finally, where the study concluded, is the nonverbal format in image
formation, where nonverbal language contributed with verbal language to depicting images that are no less
important than those based in the verbal format.
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