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The Art of Irony in Ibn Zaydun's Al-Risaalah Al-Hazaliyyah (Comic Letter):
A Rhetorical Study

Huda Muhammad Qazaa
Full-time lecturer with Assistant Professor Rank (Ancient Arabic Literature and its Criticism), Faculty of Arts, Department of Arabic
Language, The Hashemite University, Jordan
(Received: 19/ 4/1444 H, Accepted for publication 2/ 7/1444 H)
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Abstract. This research is concerned with the art and most prominent techniques of irony in the Al-Risaalah Al-
Hazaliyyah (comic letter) from a rhetorical perspective. It also tries to demonstrate the relationships between Ibn
Zaydun's work and prose, and explore the technique of prefacing in the comic letter, in which Ibn Zaydun diverges
from the general style of letters. Then, it shows the most prominent rhetorical ways used in irony in this letter and
links them to the fundamentals of rhetoric (eloquence, meanings, and aesthetics), linking irony to literary image
including simile, metaphor, and metonymy, and to the branch of rhetoric (meanings) including ironic questions
and exclusivity and swearing-to-Allah styles. The research also paid attention to the methods of irony to rhetorical
aesthetics including quoting, and citing, and using slander praise-like manner, alliteration, antithesis, and rhyming,
as well as their role in irony. Finally, the it also tried to enumerate the rhetoric, ironic arts and show which has
been more frequent, and to show the most prominent features of Ibn Zaydun's irony in comparison to others and
the impact of his personality in the descriptions he presented in the comic letter.
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