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Abstract: Recently, many studies on Islamic gardens have appeared in non-Arabic languages, while new Arabic
studies in this field remained limited. These studies have selected ideal models from particular locations and
historic contexts, focusing primarily on the Andalucian, Persian, and Indian traditions. These traditions have
formed the collective imagination’s main reference for what has become known as “Islamic garden”. As for the
historical Arabic resources available that talk about Islamic gardens, they remained somewhat distant from,
and foreign to, the new research trends. For they do not talk about gardens in the same way modern studies do.
Arabic sources on garden design are also rare; and the authors who wrote about gardens and the so called
“landscape” were non-specialists. They were literary scholars, historians, and religious scholars with various
interests and preoccupations. This meant that the terms and concepts used in the traditional sources were different
in meanings and implications from the modern ones. As there is still a shortage in Arabic terminologies that
can express the modern concepts, the development of new theoretical tools to study Islamic gardens have been
restricted. This study attempts to explore the concept of “Islamic garden” through a famous and important text
written by a Damascene literary scholar named Abu al-Baqa’ Al-Badr1 (d. 1489). The book was titled Nuzhat
Al-Anam fi Mahasin Al-Sham ( The People’s Stroll in the Beauties of Damascus). The study examines the ways in
which al-BadrT talked about Damascene gardens, the intellectual and theoretical frameworks within his text was
written, the terminologies he used to express his ideas about gardens and landscapes, and the discourse he constructed
to present his thoughts, imageries, and imaginative constructions of Damascene gardens and places of recreations.

Key words: Islamic gardens concepts, Design of Islamic gardens, Heritage of Islamic gardens, Damascene gardens,

Al-Badri visions for gardens.






