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What was the Impact of Abi Ishag As-Sabi in the Writing of the Book
of Nahj al-Balaghah?
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Abstract: This study attempts to find an answer to whether Abu Is-hagq As-Sabi had an influence in
the writing of "Nahj Albalaghah™ book, basing on some pieces of evidence. One piece of evidence is
the strong relationship, especially that of a literary one found between the ambitious young man, Ash-
Shareef Ar-Rradhi, who is the compiler of the book, and the great writer, Abu Is-haq As-Sabi.
Another piece of evidence is relying research on studying the traits that are attributed to As-Sabi
which made him one of the greatest writers of his time, and analyzing the characteristics that
nominated him to be one of those who had relationship with the composition of “Nahj Albalaghah”
book. Using a stylistics method, the study attempts to compare between some of texts extracted from
“Nahj Albalaghah” and some pieces of Abu Is-hagq As-Sabi writings. The researcher found a great
similarity in terms of style, structure and choice of word, which could be identical in some cases. The
results are likely to consider that Abu Is-haq As-Sabi had an influence in the composition of the book,
indirectly by adopting his style in writing or retrieving his texts and including them in the book.
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