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Preface

A decent dictionary provides many benefits, the most important among them is teaching scientific
knowledge of the derivative language to regular people and students. This knowledge is considered as a
part of academic growing from which students switch to specialized people in science. In addition, the
dictionary helps researchers and specialized people to formulate definitions for commonly and
uncommonly used terms for understanding and communication. The dictionary defines the entire
scientific field with its terms and at a given time, leading to the growing of a specialized type of scientific
knowledge and to the enrichment of the entire human knowledge.

Baum believes that the dictionary accomplishes these missions perfectly only if it is built according to
special criteria; firstly, terms must be used with consistent meanings through the text and referencing
must contain defined and accurate terms that explain common meanings, their current and specialized
usage.

For terms dictionaries, there are some criteria that should be respected; definitions must be written
accurately and containing all major terms in the scientific field, definitions should also include necessary
examples to illustrate the term usage and meaning, terms of similar meanings must be distincted carefully,
and if possible refer the reader to earlier writings in which the term was first used. Although it is
important to include those terms in frequent use, it is also important to include terms that will be
probably more often used in the future.

We may not have met these goals in this dictionary, but we have tried our best efforts.

We have tried to broaden the coverage of this dictionary to contain initial and derivative terms in the
social sciences; sociology, social service, social development, social planning, social anthropology, physical
anthropology, urban studies, labour, labour relations, social defence, human ecology, ethnology, social
relations, psychology, social psychology, economics, social economics, general administration, social
administration, politics, laws, social legislation, philosophy, logic, social philosophy, historical philosophy,
ethics, population studies, demography, research methods and statistics.

The dictionary should prove its usefulness to specialized agencies and other international
organizations. Moreover, it should prove its usefulness to scholars and researchers especially in sociology
research methodology, social work and social administration. The dictionary could be useful as a
supplement to college courses. Instructors may also use the dictionary as the basis for lecture materials.

The dictionary should prove its usefulness as equipment for scholars and researchers in addition to
textbooks, studies, thesis and articles.

I would like to attract the reader’s attention that the selection of terms from different sciences is
doubly difficult due to the indistinct line between sciences and due to methodological issues and
philosophical terms and debates. I tried to lead the book to a reasonable level by excluding theories and
intervention techniques terms.

Finally, I am certainly aware that such a work will contain errors and diffeculties; some in the chosen
terms and some in the excluded ones.
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