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FOREWORD

The temporal bone is a complicated and often terrifying structure to otologists in
training, particularly when it is first encountered. So much anatomy, with so many
critical structures is packed into such a small space. The consequences of being lost
by even a few millimeters can be devastating for the patient. It is understandable that
there is a real “psychologic” hurdle to be overcome before gaining confidence with
the temporal bone.

Not only the anatomy, but the instruments, the operating room procedures, and
the radiology used in otology can conspire to make the whole area difficult and
arcane. Hence, it is really important to have a road map to guide the way, and at
least begin the initial orientation for students starting out in this area. | think this kind
of introductory map has to be relatively simple, didactic, and high level and this book
provides that very well.

Dr. Hagr spent a year with us at Dalhousie University, and | am pleased to see
that he has absorbed and embellished many of the teaching tools that we have used
here successfully for years, and developed several more with Dr. Sanosi, as shown
in this book. Drs. Hagr and Sanosi have done an admirable job in trying to present a
comprehensive introduction to the temporal bone, and its assessment and treatment.
They have covered most of the areas of confusion for most beginning students, and
tried to provide simple rules to “hang” more complicated facts on, and for early
orientation.

There is a very strong need for this kind of book, and | think Temporal Bone
Dissection course organizers will be happy to have another option to help guide their
students effectively.

Manohar Bance, MB, MSc, FRCSC
Professor and Acting Head, Division Otolaryngology
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
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INTRODUCTION

This manual is written for the otologist in training. It is not our intention to write an
exhaustive account, but to provide practical notes that will complement your
experience in our temporal bone laboratory.

This project was graciously funded through the Research Chair for Hearing
Disability program. We hope that our effort will honor this generosity and serve to
advance surgical skills which will improve surgical competency and lead ultimately to
improve patient care.
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